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CITY ATTORNEY DENNIS J. HERRERA 
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

In the matter of: 

NICK JAMES BOVIS, an individual, 
and SMTM TECHNOLOGY, LLC, a 
California limited liability company 

ORDER OF SUSPENSION BY THE CITY 
ATTORNEY UNDER SAN FRANCISCO 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE CHAPTER 28 

Dennis J. Herrera, City Attorney of the City and County of San Francisco (“San 

Francisco” or “City”), issues this Order of Suspension to Nick James Bovis and SMTM 

Technology, LLC.   

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”) filed charges against Nick Bovis, on January 

15, 2020, in a federal criminal complaint (“Criminal Complaint”) alleging a violation of 18 

U.S.C. §§ 1342, 1346, Honest Services Wired Fraud, a felony.  (Exhibit 1.)  The Criminal 

Complaint was supported by the sworn affidavit of James A. Folger, Special Agent, FBI 

(“Federal Affidavit’).  (Id.)  The Federal Complaint and Federal Affidavit includes allegations 

against both Nick Bovis and now-former Director of San Francisco Department of Public Works, 

Mohammed Nuru.  (Id.)    

Nick Bovis is the Managing Director of SMTM Technology, LLC.  (Exhibit 2.) 

City Attorney Dennis J. Herrera is an authorized Charging Official who can issue this 

Order of Suspension on Nick Bovis and SMTM Technology, LLC.  (San Francisco 

Administrative Code §§ 28.1, 28.2.) 

A Suspension is the ineligibility of a contractor to participate in the procurement process 

for contracts or from entering into contracts or grants at any tier, directly or indirectly, with or 

for San Francisco.  (San Francisco Administrative Code §§ 28.1, 28.11(c).)   

Until this Order of Suspension is lifted, amended, or terminated, Nick Bovis and SMTM 

Technology, LLC are Suspended. 
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Factual Background 

Parties to be Suspended 

Nick Bovis is an individual who at all times relevant to this Order of Suspension was the 

owner, responsible managing corporate officer, or responsible managing employee of a 

California limited liability company that held contracts (directly or indirectly) with San 

Francisco. 

Nick Bovis was the organizer of SMTM Technology, LLC, who filed Articles of 

Incorporation with the California Secretary of State.  (Exhibit 2 at 1.)  He was also the Managing 

Director in each of the LLC’s filings with the Secretary of State.  (Id. at 2-3.)  SMTM 

Technology, LLC was a San Francisco vendor who participated in the procurement process and 

obtained, direct or indirect, contracts with San Francisco.  (Exhibit 1 ¶ 164.) 

The Criminal Complaint 

On January 15, 2020 the Criminal Complaint in the matter of United States of America v. 

Mohammed Colin Nuru and Nick James Bovis, United States District Court for the Northern 

District of California, Case No. 3:20-cr-70028 was filed.  (Exhibit 1.)  It was approved by an 

Assistant United States Attorney, charging the offense of 18 U.S.C. § 1343, 1346 – Honest 

Services Wire Fraud, a felony.  (Id.)   

“Beginning in or about January 2018, and continuing through April 4, 2018…defendants 

NURU and BOVIS, aided and abetted by each other, knowingly and with the intent to defraud, 

participated in, devised, and intended to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud the public of its 

right to the honest services of public officials through bribery and kickbacks in breach of the 

officials’ fiduciary duty, by means of materially false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, 

and promises, and by means of omission and concealment of material facts.  (Federal Affidavit 

¶ 8.)   

Nick Bovis participated in a scheme to win a bid for a restaurant lease at San Francisco 

International Airport by bribing and/or paying a kickback to a member of the San Francisco 

Airport Commission.  (Id. ¶ 13.)  In connection with that Nick Bovis participated in a scheme to 

offer $5,000 to an Airport commissioner.  (Id. ¶ 15.)  Also, in connection with the scheme, 
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Mohammed Nuru assisted Nick Bovis in successfully obtaining contracts with San Francisco for 

the purchase of portable bathroom trailers, and in an attempt to obtain contracts for homeless 

shelters.  (Id. ¶¶ 24, 160-184.)  SMTM Technology, LLC, Nick Bovis’s company received a 

contract to provide portable toilets as a result of this scheme. (Id. ¶ 164.)      

Legal Basis for Suspension 

San Francisco Administrative Code Chapter 28 sets forth the grounds and procedures for 

administrative Suspension.  (Exhibit 3.)   

Suspension is defined as the “Ineligibility of a Contractor that is the subject of an arrest, 

indictment, or other criminal civil charge by a governmental entity (federal, state, or local), as 

specified in greater detail in Section 28.3(b) from participating in the procurement process for 

contracts or from entering into contracts directly or indirectly with, applying for or receiving 

grants from, the City.”  (San Francisco Administrative Code § 28.1.)   

Contractor is defined as  

Any individual person, business entity, or organization that submits a 
qualification statement, proposal, bid, or grant request, or that contracts 
directly or indirectly with the City for the purpose of providing any goods 
or services or construction work to or for, or applies for or receives a grant 
from, the City including without limitation any Contractor, subcontractor, 
consultant, subconsultant or supplier at any tier, or grantee.  The term 
“Contractor” shall include any responsible managing corporate officer, or 
responsible managing employee, or other owner or officer of a Contractor 
who has personal involvement and/or responsibility in seeking or 
obtaining a contract with the City or in supervising and/or performing the 
work prescribed by the contract or grant.”   

(Id.)  Here, Nick Bovis is the Managing Director of SMTM Technology, LLC.  

Nick Bovis’s criminal charge for 18 U.S.C. §§ 1443, 1446 qualifies as a basis for a 

suspension of SMTM Technology, LLC. and Nick Bovis.   

Any Charging Official may issue an Order of Suspension to a Contractor 
on the basis that the Contractor has been arrested or indicted, or become 
the subject of a criminal, civil or administrative complaint issued by a 
government entity, where the arrest or indictment, criminal, civil, or 
administrative complaint alleges that the Contractor has violated a civil or 
criminal law or regulation against any government entity relevant to the 
Contractor's ability or capacity honestly to perform under or comply with 
the terms and conditions of a City contract or grant including, but not 
limited to, the grounds for Debarment set forth in Section 28.3(a). 
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(San Francisco Administrative Code § 28.3(b).)  The charge is a criminal complaint by the 

Federal Government relevant to Nick Bovis’s and his company’s ability or capacity honestly to 

perform under a City contract, and if the charges are true, would provide grounds for Debarment. 

The Administrative Code provides in pertinent part that a contractor shall be debarred 

upon a finding of: 

any willful misconduct with respect to any City bid, request for 
qualifications, request for proposals, grant request, purchase order and/or 
contract or grant award.  Such willful misconduct may include, but need 
not be limited to the following:  (1) submission of false information in 
response to an advertisement or invitation for bids or quotes, a request for 
qualifications or a request for proposals; (2) failure to comply with the 
terms of a contract or with provisions of the Municipal Code; (3) a pattern 
and practice of disregarding or repudiating terms or conditions of City 
contracts, including without limitation repeated unexcused delays and 
poor performance; (4) failure to abide by any rules and/or regulations 
adopted pursuant to the San Francisco Municipal Code; (5) submission of 
false claims as defined in this Administrative Code, Chapter 6, Article V, 
or Chapter 21, Section 21.35, or other applicable federal, state, or 
municipal false claims laws; (6) a verdict, judgment, settlement, 
stipulation or plea agreement establishing the Contractor's violation of any 
civil or criminal law against any government entity relevant to the 
Contractor's ability or capacity honestly to perform under or comply with 
the terms and conditions of a City contract or grant; (7) collusion in 
obtaining award of any City contract or grant, or payment or approval 
thereunder; and/or (8) the offer or provision of any gift or money to a 
public official, if that public official is prohibited from accepting the gift 
or money by any law or regulation. 

(San Francisco Administrative Code § 28.3 (a).) 

This is a non-exclusive list which requires only that Nick Bovis and SMTM Technology, 

LLC fall under one of the prongs.  But their unlawful actions fall under at least three prongs:   

• subdivision (2) “failure to comply with the terms of a contract or with provisions 

of the Municipal Code,”   

• subdivision (7) “collusion in obtaining award of any City contract or grant, or 

payment or approval thereunder,” and,  

• subdivision (8) “the offer or provision of any gift or money to a public official, if 

that public official is prohibited from accepting the gift or money by any law or 

regulation.” 
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Ground 1: Failure to Abide by San Francisco’s Municipal Code  

Nick Bovis’ gifts and attempted bribe would violate the San Francisco Municipal Code 

and its regulations.  The Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code is part of the San Francisco 

Municipal Code.  It contains a “Prohibition on Bribery. No person shall offer or make, and no 

officer or employee shall accept, any gift with the intent that the City officer or employee will be 

influenced thereby in the performance of any official act.”  Campaign & Governmental Conduct 

Code § 3.216(a).  “The phrase “intent to influence” means any communication made for the 

purpose of supporting, promoting, influencing, modifying, opposing, delaying or advancing a 

governmental decision.”  Regulation 3.216(b)-2.  The City contracts require that vendors comply 

with the laws of San Francisco.  If the allegations in the Federal Affidavit are true, Nick Bovis 

gave gifts to Nuru worth thousands of dollars with the intent to win more work for SMTM 

Technology, LLC, and attempted to bribe an Airport Commissioner with the intent to obtain a 

lease for a restaurant of the Airport.   

That would violate the San Francisco Municipal Codes, which would be a ground for 

Debarment.  It is therefore a basis for Suspension. 

Ground 2: Unlawful Collusion in the Award of a City Contract 

Nick Bovis’ conduct also constitutes unlawful collusion to obtain the benefits of publicly 

funded contracts.   

Collusion has been variously defined as (1) “a deceitful agreement or 
compact between two or more persons, for the one party to bring an action 
against the other for some evil purpose, as to defraud a third party of his 
right”; (2) “a secret arrangement between two or more persons, whose 
interests are apparently conflicting, to make use of the forms and 
proceedings of law in order to defraud a third person, or to obtain that 
which justice would not give them, by deceiving a court or its officers”; 
and (3) “a secret combination, conspiracy, or concert of action between 
two or more persons for fraudulent or deceitful purposes.  

(Andrade v. Jennings, 54 Cal. App. 4th 307, 327 (1997).)  If the allegations are true, Nick Bovis 

and Nuru engaged in an ongoing scheme to provide favors: for Nuru to provide favors to SMTM 

Technology, LLC, and for Nick Bovis to provide favors to Nuru and other city officials.  As a 

public contractor, Nick Bovis had no legal basis to provide secret gifts for the personal benefit of 

Nuru, nor of offering a bribe to an Airport commissioner.  If true, this collusion undermines 
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public trust in City contracting, is unfair to the taxpayers, and unfair to legitimate contractors 

competing for public contracts, and would be the ground for Debarment.  It is therefore the basis 

for Suspension. 

Ground 3:   The Provision of Gift or Money to a Public Official, Where That Public 
Official is Prohibiting from Accepting the Gifts or Money 

San Francisco law requires that “no officer or employee of the City and County shall 

solicit or accept any gift or loan from a person who the officer or employee knows or has reason 

to know is a restricted source.”  Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code § 3.216(b).  The 

definition of a “restricted source” includes “a person doing business with or seeking to do 

business with the department of the officer or employee.”  Campaign & Governmental Conduct 

Code § 3.216(b)(1).  “The phrase ‘doing business’ with the department of the officer or 

employee means entering into or performing pursuant to a contract with the department of the 

officer or employee.”  Regulation 3.216(b)-1.  At all relevant times, under the Campaign & 

Governmental Conduct Code and regulations adopted thereunder, Nick Bovis and SMTM 

Technology LLC were a restricted source for the Airport commissioner.  It was unlawful for the 

Airport commissioner to accept any gift worth more than $25 from them.  But Nick Bovis is 

alleged to have participated in a scheme to offer $5,000 to an Airport commissioner.  Because it 

would be unlawful for the Airport commissioner to have accepted that gift, the provision of that 

gift would be a ground for Debarment.  It is therefore a basis for Suspension. 

Order of Suspension 

For all of these reasons, Dennis J. Herrera, as the Charging Official, hereby issues this 

Order of Suspension on Nick Bovis and SMTM Technology LLC.   

This Order of Suspension is self-executing; it is in effect from today’s date until the 

Charging Official lifts the Order of Suspension under Section 28.6(b), or a hearing officer 

terminates the Order of Suspension under Section 28.10(e).   

Further, Section 28.7 in which the failure to request a hearing constitutes an admission of 

the facts in counts and allegations not does apply to this Order of Suspension.  The failure to 
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seek a hearing of an Order of Suspension does not at any time constitute an admission of the 

facts in an Order of Suspension.  Instead, at any time during the term of Suspension, Nick Bovis 

or SMTM Technology LLC may together or separately submit a written request of the Charging 

Officer to lift the Order of Suspension.  (San Francisco Administrative Code § 28.6(b).)  Finally, 

at any time the Charging Official may move to debar Nick Bovis or SMTM Technology LLC, 

and if they are so debarred, the period of Suspension shall count towards the period of 

Debarment.  (San Francisco Administrative Code § 28.11(b).)   

Pursuant to this Order of Suspension Nick Bovis and SMTM Technology LLC are 

ineligible to participate in the procurement process for contracts or from entering into contracts 

or grants at any tier, directly or indirectly, with or for San Francisco.  (San Francisco 

Administrative Code §§ 28.1, 28.11(c).)   

Dated:  March 1, 2021 

Dennis J. Herrera 
City Attorney 
City and County of San Francisco 
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EXHIBIT 2



LLC-1 Articles of Organization 201 5 1 2 0 1 0 4 9 .3 
of a Limited Liability Company (LLC) 1, 

To form a limited liability company in California, you can fill out this form, 
and submit for filing along with: 

FILED t( - A $70 filing fee. 

- A separate, non-refundable $15 service fee also must be included, 
if you drop off the completed form. 

Important/ LLCs in California may have to pay a minimum $800 yearly 
Secretary of Staie 

· tax to the California Franchise Tax Board. For more information, go to State of California 
https:llwww.flb.ca.gov. 

APR 2 4 2015 \.,~ 
LLCs may not provide "professional services," as defined by California 
Corporations Code sections 13401 (a) and 13401.3. 

i,,cG Note: Before submitting tile completed fonn, you should consult with a 
private attorney for advice about your specific business needs. This Space For Office Use Only 

For questions about this fonn, go to www.sos.ca.guvlbusiness!be/fil/ng-tips.hlm. 

LLC Name (List the proposed LLC name exactly as it is to appear on the records of the California Secretary of State.) 

(j) SMTM TECHNOLOGY, LLC 
Proposed LLC Name The name must inciuda: LLC, L.L.C., Llmitod Ll:ibllity Company, Limited Liability Co., Ltd. 

Liability Ca. or ltd. Uabmty Company; and may not Include: bank, trust. trustee, incorporated, 
inc., corporation, or corp., insurer, or insurance company. For general entity name 
requirements and restrictions, go to www.sos.ca.gov/buslness/Ue/name-availabillty.h!m. 

Purpose 

® The purpose of the limited liability company is to engage in any lawful act or activity for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under the California Revised Uniform Limited Liability Company Act. 

LLC Addresses 

@ a. 414 CLARK DRIVE, - SAN MATEO, CA 94402 
Initial Street Address of Designated Office in CA - Do not list a P.O. Box City (no abbreviations) State Zip 

b. 
Initial Mailiflg Address of LLC, if different from 3a City (no abbreviations) State Zip 

Service of Process {List a California resident or a California registered corporate agent that agrees to be your initial agent to accept 
servlce of process in case your LLC is sued. You may list any adult who livos in Callfornia. You may not list an LLC as the agent. Do not 
list an address if the agent is a California registered corporate agent as the address for service of process is already on file.) 

® a. NICK BOVIS 
Agent's Name 

b. 414 CLARK DRIVE, SAN MATEO. CA 94402 
Agent's Straot Address (if agonf is not o corporation) - Do not fist a P.O. Box City (no abbreviations) State Zip 

Management (Check on!y one.) 

® The LLC will be managed by: 

0 One Manager 0 More Than One Manager l2J All Limited Liability Company Member(s) 

This form must be signed by each organizer. If you need more space, attach extra pages that are 1-sided and on standard letter·sized 
paper (8 112" x 11'"). All attachments are made part of these articles of organization. 

~ flA~,QWJ NICK BOVIS 
Organizer· Si ~a-ff ere Print your name here 

Make check/money order payable to: Secretary of State By Mail 
Upon filing, we will return one (1) uncert!ned copy of your filed Secretary of State 
document for free, and will certify the copy upon request and Business Entities, P.O. Box 944228 
pay111ant of a $5 ,:_:irtification fee. Sai.::rarnento, CA 94244-2280 

Corporntions Code§§ 17701.04, 17701.08, 17701.13, 17702.01, Revenue nnd Taxation Code§ 17941 
LLC-1(REV01/2014) 

Drop-Off 
Secretary of State 

1500 11th Street., 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

2014 California Secretary of State 
\WM•.sos.ca.govibusinessfbe 



State f California L 

STATEME OF INFORMATION ~ 
iability Company) 

Filing Fee $20.00. If this is an amen ment, see Instructions. 
IMPORTANT - READ INSTRUCTIONS BE ORE COMPLETING THIS FORM 

1. LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY NAME 

SMTM TECHNOLOGY, LLC 

File Number and State or Place of Organization 

FILED 
Secretary bf State 
State of C 

1 
lifomia 

MAY 2 6 2015 

f>G 
For Filing u~ Only 

2. SECRETARYOFSTATEFILENUMBER
2015120104 3 

3. STATE OR PLACE OF ORGANIZATION (lf formed outaide of California) 
California I 

No Change Statement 

4. If there ha\le bean any changes to the information c ntalned fn the last Statement' of Information filed with the Callfornla Secfetary of 
State, or no Statement of Information has been prev ously filed, this form must be completed In Its entirety. \ 
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EXHIBIT 3



Sec. 28.0. Findings.

Sec. 28.1. Definitions.

Sec. 28.2. Debarment and Suspension Authority.

Sec. 28.3. Grounds for Debarment and Suspension.

Sec. 28.4. Initiating Debarment Proceedings; Counts and Allegations.

Sec. 28.5. Service of the Counts and Allegations or Suspension Order.

Sec. 28.6. Request for a Hearing.

Sec. 28.7. Failure to Request a Hearing or to Appear.

Sec. 28.8. Appointment of the Hearing Officer.

Sec. 28.9. Pre-Hearing Procedure.

Sec. 28.10. Hearings and Determinations.

Sec. 28.11. Term and Effect of Administrative Debarment or Order of Suspension; Violation of Order.

Sec. 28.12. Publication and Reports of Debarment or Suspension.

   (a)   The Board of Supervisors finds that: (1) contracting with the City is an important municipal affair, and
that the award of contracts to Contractors who fail to deal with the City in good faith compromises the
integrity of the contracting process and results in the improper expenditure of public funds, and (2) the public
contracting process is for the benefit of the public, not Contractors, and it serves the public interest to
empower the City to Debar or Suspend a Contractor that has engaged in conduct that undermines the integrity
of the public contracting process.

   (b)   The Board of Supervisors recognizes that the City must afford Contractors due process in any
determination that precludes any individual or business entity from participating in the contracting process.
This Chapter 28 does not apply to a determination of nonresponsibility for a single contract or identifiable
group of contracts, but rather to the broader determination of irresponsibility of a Contractor for the general
purpose of contracting with the City for a specified period. The Board of Supervisors therefore adopts this
Chapter to prescribe standard procedures for the prosecution, determination, and implementation of
administrative Debarments and Suspensions.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   The following definitions apply for only the purposes of this Chapter 28:
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Affiliate. Any individual person or business entity related to a Contractor where such individual or business
entity, directly or indirectly, controls or has the power to control the other, or where a third person controls or
has the power to control both. Indicia of control include, but are not limited to: interlocking management or
ownership; identity of interests among family members; shared facilities and equipment; common use of
employees or a business entity organized following the Suspension, Debarment, bankruptcy, dissolution or
reorganization of a person which has the same or similar management; and/or ownership or principal
employee as the Contractor.

Charging Official. Any City department head or the President of any board or commission authorized to
award or execute a contract under the Charter or the Administrative Code, the Mayor, the Controller, the City
Administrator, the Director of Administrative Services, or the City Attorney. All Charging Officials are
authorized to act on behalf of the City in prosecuting any administrative Debarment proceeding and in issuing
an Order of Debarment or issuing an Order of Suspension under this Chapter 28.

City. The City and County of San Francisco.

Contractor. Any individual person, business entity, or organization that submits a qualification statement,
proposal, bid, or grant request, or that contracts directly or indirectly with the City for the purpose of
providing any goods or services or construction work to or for, or applies for or receives a grant from, the
City including without limitation any Contractor, subcontractor, consultant, subconsultant or supplier at any
tier, or grantee. The term “Contractor” shall include any responsible managing corporate officer, or
responsible managing employee, or other owner or officer of a Contractor who has personal involvement
and/or responsibility in seeking or obtaining a contract with the City or in supervising and/or performing the
work prescribed by the contract or grant.

Day. A calendar day unless otherwise specified.

Debarment. The administrative determination against a Contractor declaring such Contractor irresponsible
and disqualified from participating in the procurement process for contracts, or from entering into contracts,
directly or indirectly, with or applying for or receiving grants or other benefits from the City for a period
specified in the Debarment order.

Suspension. Ineligibility of a Contractor that is the subject of an arrest, indictment, or other criminal or
civil charge by a governmental entity (federal, state or local), as specified in greater detail in Section 28.3(b)
from participating in the procurement process for contracts or from entering into contracts directly or
indirectly with, or applying for or receiving grants from, the City.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   Notwithstanding any other provision of the Administrative Code, any Charging Official shall have authority
to issue Orders of Debarment or Suspension against any Contractor in accordance with the procedures set
forth in this Chapter 28.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   (a)   Debarment. A Charging Official shall issue an Order of Debarment for any Contractor who the
hearing officer, based on evidence presented, finds to have engaged in any willful misconduct with respect to
any City bid, request for qualifications, request for proposals, grant request, purchase order and/or contract,
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or grant award. Such willful misconduct may include, but need not be limited to the following: (1)
submission of false information in response to an advertisement or invitation for bids or quotes, a request for
qualifications, or a request for proposals; (2) failure to comply with the terms of a contract or with provisions
of the Municipal Code; (3) a pattern and practice of disregarding or repudiating terms or conditions of City
contracts or grants, including without limitation repeated unexcused delays and poor performance; (4) failure
to abide by any rules and/or regulations adopted pursuant to the Municipal Code; (5) submission of false
claims as defined in this Administrative Code, Chapter 6, Article V, or Chapter 21, Section 21.35, or other
applicable federal, state, or municipal false claims laws; (6) a verdict, judgment, settlement, stipulation, or
plea agreement establishing the Contractor’s violation of any civil or criminal law or regulation against any
government entity relevant to the Contractor’s ability or capacity honestly to perform under or comply with
the terms and conditions of a City contract or grant; (7) collusion in obtaining award of any City contract or
grant, or payment or approval thereunder; and/or (8) the offer or provision of any gift or money to a public
official, if that public official is prohibited from accepting the gift or money by any law or regulation.

   (b)   Suspension. Any Charging Official may issue an Order of Suspension to a Contractor on the basis that
the Contractor has been arrested or indicted, or become the subject of a criminal, civil or administrative
complaint issued by a government entity, where the arrest or indictment, criminal, civil, or administrative
complaint alleges that the Contractor has violated a civil or criminal law or regulation against any
government entity relevant to the Contractor's ability or capacity honestly to perform under or comply with
the terms and conditions of a City contract or grant including, but not limited to, the grounds for Debarment
set forth in Section 28.3(a).

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   (a)   Any Charging Official may initiate an administrative Debarment proceeding by issuing Counts and
Allegations. A Charging Official may issue Counts and Allegations against any Contractor relating to any
matter consistent with the grounds for debarment as stated in Section 28.3(a). A Charging Official may issue
Counts and Allegations regardless whether such Charging Official awarded, was responsible for, or was
involved in any way with the underlying contract or circumstances leading to the Counts and Allegations.

   (b)   The Charging Official shall append to the Counts and Allegations a photocopy of this Chapter 28 of
the Administrative Code. Failure to append this Chapter 28, however, shall not affect the force or validity of
the Counts and Allegations.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   (a)   Debarment Counts and Allegations. The Charging Official shall serve the Counts and Allegations on
each named individual person or business entity in a manner ensuring confirmation of delivery. For example,
the Charging Officer may achieve service by United States Postal Service certified mail, return receipt
requested or with other delivery confirmation, hand delivery (messenger service), or other commercial
delivery service that provides written confirmation of delivery.

      The Charging Official shall also serve the Counts and Allegations on the Controller, City Administrator
and the City Attorney.
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   (b)   Suspension Order. The Charging Official shall serve the Suspension Order on the named Contractor
in a manner ensuring confirmation of delivery. For example, the Charging Officer may achieve service by
United States Postal Service certified mail, return receipt requested or with other delivery confirmation, hand
delivery (messenger service), or other commercial delivery service that provides written confirmation of
delivery.

      The Charging Official shall also serve the Suspension Order on the Controller, City Administrator and the
City Attorney.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   (a)   Debarment Counts and Allegations. Within 15 business days after receipt of the Counts and
Allegations, the Contractor may submit a written request for an administrative hearing. The Contractor may
make such request through counsel or other authorized representative. The Contractor shall file any such
request with the Controller with copies to the Charging Official, the City Attorney, and the City
Administrator.

   (b)   Order of Suspension. At any time during a period of Suspension, a suspended Contractor may submit
a written request to the Charging Official requesting the official to lift the Order of Suspension on the
grounds that the Contractor’s alleged conduct does not meet the legal requirement for Suspension, or based
on facts or circumstances unknown to the Charging Official, or based on new facts, circumstances, or law.
The Charging Official shall provide a written response within 14 Days. If the Charging Official’s written
response declines to lift the Order of Suspension, or the Charging Official fails to provide a written response
within 14 Days, the suspended Contractor may submit in writing within 7 Days a request for an
administrative hearing. The suspended Contractor may make such request through counsel or other
authorized representative. The suspended Contractor shall file any such request with the Controller with
copies to the Charging Official, the City Administrator, and the City Attorney.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   Failure of the Contractor to submit to the City a written request to be heard within the time required by this
Chapter 28, or failure of the Contractor or the Contractor’s representative to appear for a requested hearing
that has been duly noticed, shall be deemed admission by the Contractor to the Counts and Allegations.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   (a)   A Charging Official shall request either the Controller or the City Administrator (“City
Representative”) to appoint a hearing officer for any Debarment or Suspension proceeding. If either the
Controller or the City Administrator is the Charging Official, then that City Representative shall request the
other to appoint the hearing officer.

   (b)   Within 14 Days of the Charging Official’s request, the City Representative shall appoint a hearing
officer and notify the Contractor and the Charging Official of the appointment. The appointed hearing officer
shall be an attorney licensed to practice in California, with not less than five years experience. The notice of
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appointment shall include the name of the hearing officer. The Contractor or the Charging Official may object
to the appointed hearing officer within five business days of the notification. If the City Representative, at the
City Representative’s sole discretion, appoints a new hearing officer, then the City Representative shall notify
the Contractor and the Charging Official as soon as practicable but not more than 14 Days after receipt of the
objection.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

   (a)   Within 14 Days of appointment, the hearing officer shall notify each Contractor named in the Counts

and Allegations or Suspension Order and the Charging tt1 Official, the Controller, the City Administrator and
the City Attorney of the scheduled hearing date. The hearing date shall be set at the hearing officer’s sole
discretion except, for a Debarment  hearing, the hearing must commence within 120 Days of the date the
Charging Official served the Counts and Allegations; a Suspension hearing must commence within 30 Days

of the date the Suspended Contractor requested a hearing pursuant to Section 28.6(b) 1 The hearing officer
may extend the deadline for holding a hearing only upon good cause shown; proceeding as expeditiously as
possible is in the public’s best interests.

   (b)   Discovery pursuant to the California Code of Civil Procedure is not applicable to this administrative
debarment or suspension procedure.

   (c)   The hearing officer shall have the sole discretionary authority to direct any named Contractor and the

ccCharging1 Official to submit in advance of the hearing statements, legal analyses, lists of witnesses,
exhibits, documents or any other information the hearing officer deems pertinent. The hearing officer may
request the respective parties to submit rebuttals to such information. The hearing officer may limit the
length, scope, or content of any such statement, analysis, list, rebuttal, document, or other requested
information. The hearing officer shall set firm due dates for all written presentations.

   (d)   If the hearing officer determines, with the written agreement of each named Contractor and the
Charging Official, that the hearing shall be by written presentation, all final writings shall be due no later than
120 Days of the date the Charging Official served the Counts and Allegations or Order of Suspension.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

CODIFICATION NOTE

1.   So in Ord. 239-20.

   (a)   Hearings may occur in person, on an electronic meeting platform if deemed necessary by the hearing

officer, or in writing, as set forth in the foregoing Section 28.09. 1 If the hearing is to occur in person or on an
electronic meeting platform, the hearing officer shall specify the time and place for the Charging Official to
present the case and for the Contractor to rebut the charges. The hearing officer shall have the sole discretion
to allow offers of proof, set time limitations, and limit the scope of evidence presented based on relevancy.

   (b)   The Charging Official shall present evidence in support of the Debarment or Suspension to the hearing
officer. The Contractor may present evidence in defense and/or mitigation. Each side shall be entitled to call
witnesses, and the hearing officer may allow cross-examination of witnesses. The hearing officer may ask
questions of any party.
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   (c)   The hearing officer shall consider the evidence submitted by the Charging Official and the Contractor.
Within 14 Days of the hearing, or of the date final written presentations are due, the hearing officer shall
issue Findings and a Decision. The hearing officer shall serve the Findings and Decision on the Charging
Official, the named Contractor(s), and/or their respective counsels or authorized representatives, and shall
submit the same to the Controller, City Administrator, and City Attorney.

   (d)   If the hearing officer finds that the named Contractor has committed willful misconduct as described in
Section 28.3 and orders a term of Debarment, the Charging Official shall issue an Order of Debarment
consistent with the hearing officer’s decision. The Charging Official shall serve the Order on each named
Contractor, their counsel or authorized representative, if any, the City Attorney, the City Administrator, and
the Controller. An Order of Debarment under this Chapter 28 shall be the final administrative determination
by the City in the matter.

   (e)   For a Suspended Contractor, the hearing officer may consider evidence and argument by the Contractor
to support its assertion that the City should terminate the Order of Suspension, provided that the Charging
Official shall be entitled to offer evidence and argument in opposition to the Contractor’s assertion. If the
Contractor establishes that the underlying basis of the Order of Suspension has been finally resolved without
a verdict, judgment, settlement agreement or plea agreement against the Contractor, the hearing officer shall
terminate the Order of Suspension. An Order of Suspension upheld by a hearing officer under this Chapter
shall be the final administrative determination by the City in the matter. Any termination of an Order of
Suspension shall not preclude a Charging Officer from initiating Debarment proceedings against the
Contractor based on the underlying conduct of the Suspension Order pursuant to section 28.4 following
termination of the Order of Suspension.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

CODIFICATION NOTE

1.   So in Ord. 239-20.

   (a)   An Order of Debarment shall provide for a term of Debarment not to exceed five years from the date
of the Order. An Order of Suspension shall remain in effect until the Contractor establishes to the Charging
Officer or the City Administrator that the underlying basis of the Order of Suspension has been finally
resolved without a verdict, judgment, or plea agreement against Contractor.

   (b)   At any time during the pendency of an Order of Suspension, the City may initiate debarment
proceedings against the Contractor. If the City suspends and later debars a Contractor for the same underlying
conduct, the period of Suspension shall count towards the period of Debarment.

   (c)   An Order of Debarment or Suspension shall prohibit any named Contractor and the Contractor’s
affiliates from participating in any contract or grant at any tier, directly or indirectly, with or for the City; any
Contractor and the Contractor’s affiliates named in an Order of Debarment shall be deemed irresponsible and
disqualified for the purposes of all City contracts and grants. Upon such Order, any department head, board,
or commission may cancel any existing contract or grant with a Suspended or Debarred Contractor or direct

the cancellation of an existing subcontract to which a Suspended Debarred Contractor1 is a party. In the event
of such cancellation, the Suspended or Debarred Contractor’s recovery under the contract or grant shall be
limited to compensation for work satisfactorily completed as of the date of cancellation.
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   (d)   Administrative Debarment shall neither exclude nor preclude any other administrative or legal action
taken by the City against the Contractor.

   (e)   Violation of an Order of Suspension or Debarment, such as by submission of a proposal, bid or sub-bid
or grant request, during the Suspension or Debarment period, may be considered a false claim as provided in
this Administrative Code and the California Government Code.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; redesignated and amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff.
12/26/2020)

CODIFICATION NOTE

1.   So in Ord. 239-20.

   Any Order of Debarment or Suspension issued under this Chapter 28 shall be a public record. The
Controller shall maintain and publish on the City’s Internet website a current list of Contractors subject to
Orders of Debarment or Suspension and the expiration dates for the respective debarment terms. The
Controller shall submit a semi-annual report to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors that includes (a) the
Contractors then subject to an Order of Debarment or Suspension and the expiration dates for the respective
debarment terms; (b) the status of any pending debarment or suspension matters; and (c) any Order of
Debarment or Suspension received by the Controller since the date of the last report.

(Added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; redesignated and amended by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App. 11/25/2020, Eff.
12/26/2020)

(Former Sec. 28.12 added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; redesignated as Sec. 28.11 by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App.
11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)

(Former Sec. 28.13 added by Ord. 8-04, File No. 031503, App. 1/16/2004; redesignated as Sec. 28.12 by Ord. 239-20, File No. 200896, App.
11/25/2020, Eff. 12/26/2020)
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