
MINUTES 
Citizens’ General Obligation Bond Oversight Committee 

April 23, 2009 
Hearing Room 416 - City Hall 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
 

1) Call to Order, Roll Call  
Ms. Maura Lane, Committee Assistant, called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m. at which 
time a quorum was present.  

 
2) Approval of the Minutes of the meetings of December 4, 2008 and January 22, 2009 

Kristen Chu made a motion to approve the minutes as written from the December 4, 2008 
Committee Meeting. The motion was seconded by Hunter Stern and it was unanimously 
approved. 
 
Kristen Chu made a motion to approve the minutes as written from the January 22nd, 
2009 Committee Meeting. The motion was seconded by Dick Morten and unanimously 
approved. 

 
 There was no public comment. 
 

The agenda items were taken out of order to accommodate John Thomas (Laguna Honda 
Project Manager) who was delayed. 

 
3) Presentation from the Recreation and Park Department regarding the 2000        

Neighborhood Recreation and Parks Bond. 
 

Ms. Rhoda Parhams provided an update on the 2000 Neighborhood Recreation and Parks 
Bond. The General Obligation Bond was passed in March 2000. Projects are defined per 
Article XVI, Section 16.107 of the San Francisco City Charter. The program includes 
renovations, improvements to and/or construction of: 30 playgrounds and play areas; 4 
fields and courts, 9 Recreation Centers, 6 community pools, 1 clubhouses, 30 landscaping 
and other Park amenities, 3 site acquisitions and 5 Master Plan activities. 
 
Revenues and expenditures, as of March 31, 2009 were reviewed. The revenues from the 
2000 NP Bonds are $117,251,673; the expenditures are $111,395,161.00. Revenue fund 
sources were reviewed as were expenditures for each of the NP Bond projects in design, 
construction, closeout, completion or recently opened. 
 
Ms. Parhams referred the Committee to the new website: http://parkbonds.sfgov.org/2000 
for updates on projects. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding Master Planning appropriate for G.O. Bond 
projects. 
 
Mr. Stern asked Ms. Parhams to work with Ms. Lediju (City Services Audit Director) to 
identify 2-3 projects for an audit. 
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There was no public comment. 

 
4) Presentation from Laguna Honda Hospital regarding the 1999 General Obligation 

Bond. 
 

John Thomas, Project Manager, provided an updated on the project. The update included 
the project description, funding availability and project budget update. There was 
extensive discussion regarding issues and estimated costs as well as upcoming decisions, 
especially in regard to the upcoming expenditures. 

 
There was public comment from Patrick Monette-Shaw regarding clarification of the 
tobacco settlement receipts. 

 
5) Report from City Services Projects and Audits Divisions 

Ms. Stevenson provided an overview of current City Services Projects and responded to 
questions from the Committee. 

 
 Mr. Stern introduced Tonia Lediju, the new City Services Audits Director. 
 

Mr. Terplan asked for clarification of some of the information regarding the Parks 
Department and the audit results of the ten selected organizations that did not use City 
funds for political purposes. Ms. Lediju confirmed the audit findings indicated some 
organizations and City departments do not always comply with City rules or contract and 
invoicing requirements. Specifically, some organizations did not comply with the terms 
of incompatibility of working in a particular office while also working another job in the 
private sector (city versus private employment); agreements between entities that were 
not written correctly; and inaccurate/poorly reviewed invoices. 
 
Mr. Stern asked about corrective methods. Ms. Lediju responded that corrective 
recommendations have been made to address the issues and ensure proper internal 
controls. It is not the role of CGOBOC to make sure corrective measures are enforced.  
Mr. Terplan wanted to know how the ten organizations were selected. Ms. Lediju 
reviewed risk-based analysis to determine who will be audited and why. Ms. Stevenson 
provided further clarification about the sample pool and the parameters of the audit. 
 
A new Whistleblower contact may be selected from the Committee to work with Ms. 
Lediju. The Whistleblower Program is being revamped. Other responsibilities for the 
Audit group will include a role with the Stimulus Program in regard to accountability and 
transparency of the funding stream. Mr. Stern asked that Stimulus Program information 
be included in each quarterly report to the Committee.   

  
 No public comment 
  

6) Opportunity for the public to comment on any matter within the Committee’s 
jurisdiction. 
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Meredith Thomas, of the Neighborhood Parks Committee, provided comment on the 
RFQ that has gone out to do outreach on behalf of the 2008 Parks Bond. “Outreach” is 
loosely defined in the RFQ. Ms. Thomas expressed her opinion that outreach is one of the 
most critical aspects of the RFQ in terms of accountability when it comes to oversight 
and the confidence of the public about use of the park bonds. Also, as a member of the 
Opportunity Fund Task Force, Ms. Thomas has concerns about the formation of that 
portion of the bond funds and how the funds will be spent. The Neighborhood Parks 
Council firmly believes the portion of the bond was sold to voters as an opportunity for a 
grant program to leverage sweat equity and to get some of the bond dollars into the 
neighborhood parks that weren’t explicitly named in the project. The Task Force is under 
the impression that the money can’t be used in true grant making form; it needs to all be 
kept within the City. There are certain liability restrictions. Finally, the Rec. and Park 
website remains an issue in that it isn’t user friendly, requires a great deal of navigation 
and provides little new information. She does not feel the web site accurately reflects the 
true status of the projects. 
 
Mr. Stern thanked Ms. Thomas for her comments and responded that the item on the 
agenda for hearing today is the 2000 Neighborhood Recreation and Park Bond, rather 
than the 2008 Recreation and Park Bond. He acknowledged the public outreach focus that 
was part of a fundamental promise that was made by Rec. and Park, not only as part of 
the campaign but was also presented to the Committee in March 2008 at a special 
meeting. The 2008 report will be heard at the July 2009 meeting. Approximately 22% of 
the funding for the 2008 bond has been issued. Task Force Updates are provided to the 
 
Mr. Stern reminded the Committee of the special CGOBOC meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, September 10, 2009. Two of the topics will the Committee’s audit requirement 
 and a recommendation about how to go forward with an audit of the Clean and Safe 
Neighborhood Parks Bond. 
 
 

7)  Adjournment. 
 

Mr. Stern adjourned the meeting at 12:25 p.m. 
 
 


